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Pro®le: Shlomi Ravid ± Doing Jewish Peoplehood

Shlomi Ravid is a man driven by a unique vision of Jewish 
Peoplehood. Elana Maryles Sztokman gives us a glimpse.

Dr. Elana Maryles Sztokman, Contributing Editor of JEL, is a writer, researcher, educator and activist.
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Ravid, the 55 year-old soft-spoken, blue-eyed, grey-bearded, mild-
mannered founding director of the School for Jewish Peoplehood 
Studies at Beth Hatefutsoth, does not possess a demeanor of a man 
out to change the world.
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�U�P���I�J�T��sukkah���P�S���B�T�T�J�T�U�J�O�H���U�I�F�N���J�O���U�I�F��
�I�B�S�E�T�I�J�Q�T���U�I�F�Z���F�O�D�P�V�O�U�F�S���o���C�V�U���J�O���I�J�T��
�E�B�J�M�Z���M�J�G�F�
���F�N�Q�B�U�I�Z���B�O�E���D�B�S�F���B�S�F���I�J�T��
�P�W�F�S�B�S�D�I�J�O�H���H�P�B�M�T�����)�F���U�S�F�B�U�T���F�W�F�S�Z���Q�F�S�T�P�O��
�I�F���N�F�F�U�T���X�J�U�I���B�U�U�F�O�U�J�W�F���S�F�T�Q�F�D�U�
���m�H�I�U�T��
�G�P�S���U�I�F���X�F�M�M���C�F�J�O�H���P�G���I�J�T���T�U�B�
�
���B�O�E���O�P��
�N�B�U�U�F�S���I�P�X���C�V�T�Z���I�F���J�T�
���B�M�X�B�Z�T���N�B�L�F�T���U�J�N�F��
�G�P�S���Q�F�P�Q�M�F�����)�F���O�F�W�F�S���S�B�J�T�F�T���I�J�T���W�P�J�D�F���P�S��

He not only involves himself personally in social causes ± such as 
inviting Darfur refugees to his sukkah or assisting them in the 
hardships they encounter ± but in his daily life, empathy and care are 
his overarching goals.
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�B�E�N�P�O�J�T�I�F�T���B�O�Z�P�O�F���o���D�I�B�S�B�D�U�F�S�J�T�U�J�D�T���O�P�U��
�B�M�M���U�I�B�U���D�P�N�N�P�O���J�O���+�F�X�J�T�I���Q�S�P�G�F�T�T�J�P�O�B�M��
�M�J�G�F�����)�V�N�B�O���E�J�H�O�J�U�Z���B�O�E���S�F�T�Q�F�D�U���B�S�F���I�J�T��
�Q�B�S�B�N�P�V�O�U���W�B�M�V�F�T����

�e�J�T���C�B�T�J�D��mentschlechkeit���U�I�B�U���S�F�T�U�T���B�U���U�I�F��
�D�P�S�F���P�G���4�I�M�P�N�J���T���X�P�S�M�E���W�J�F�X���J�T���D�P�O�O�F�D�U�F�E��
�U�P���B�O�P�U�I�F�S���N�B�K�P�S���D�P�N�Q�P�O�F�O�U���P�G���I�J�T��
�1�F�P�Q�M�F�I�P�P�E���B�Q�Q�S�P�B�D�I�����U�I�B�U���J�T�
��tikkun olam. 
Tikkun olam�
���M�J�U�F�S�B�M�M�Z���i�X�P�S�M�E���S�F�Q�B�J�S�
�w���J�T��
�B���D�P�O�D�F�Q�U���U�I�B�U���P�S�J�H�J�O�B�M�M�Z���F�N�F�S�H�F�T���G�S�P�N��

�L�B�C�C�B�M�J�T�U�J�D���M�J�U�F�S�B�U�V�S�F���C�V�U���X�B�T���B�E�P�Q�U�F�E���C�Z��
�"�N�F�S�J�D�B�O���+�F�X�T���P�W�F�S���U�I�F���Q�B�T�U���U�X�P���E�F�D�B�E�F�T��
�T�F�F�L�J�O�H���B���V�O�J�W�F�S�T�B�M���+�F�X�J�T�I���F�U�I�J�D�����'�P�S��
�4�I�M�P�N�J�
��tikkun olam �J�T���O�P�U���B�O���F�N�Q�U�Z���T�M�P�H�B�O��
�B�O�E���D�B�O�O�P�U���C�F���E�J�T�D�P�O�O�F�D�U�F�E���G�S�P�N���U�I�F��
�F�T�T�F�O�D�F���P�G���+�V�E�B�J�T�N���C�V�U���J�T���S�B�U�I�F�S���B�O���F�O�U�J�S�F��
�M�J�G�F���N�J�T�T�J�P�O���o���P�O�F���U�I�B�U���J�T���U�I�F��sine qua non �P�G��
�+�F�X�J�T�I���1�F�P�Q�M�F�I�P�P�E����

�*�U���T���B�C�P�V�U���D�B�S�J�O�H���B�C�P�V�U���+�F�X�J�T�I���Q�F�P�Q�M�F�
��
�B�C�P�V�U���U�I�F���F�U�I�J�D�T���P�G���U�I�F���+�F�X�J�T�I���D�P�M�M�F�D�U�J�W�F����
�e�J�T���J�T���O�P�U���B�O�P�U�I�F�S���C�V�[�[�X�P�S�E�����*�U���N�B�Z��
�O�P�U���C�F���B���O�F�X���D�P�O�D�F�Q�U���o���B�G�U�F�S���B�M�M�
���U�I�J�T��
�H�P�F�T���C�B�D�L���U�P���.�P�V�O�U���4�J�O�B�J���o���C�V�U���J�U���T��
�X�I�B�U���U�I�F���G�V�U�V�S�F���P�G���U�I�F���+�F�X�J�T�I���Q�F�P�Q�M�F��
�O�F�F�E�T�����*���U�I�J�O�L���U�I�B�U���U�P���C�F���T�F�S�J�P�V�T���J�O���Z�P�V�S��

�1�F�P�Q�M�F�I�P�P�E���N�F�B�O�T���U�I�B�U���Z�P�V���I�B�W�F���U�P���C�F��
�J�O�D�M�V�T�J�W�F���B�O�E���Q�M�V�S�B�M�J�T�U�J�D�����*�U���T���O�P�U���N�Z���K�P�C��
�U�P���U�F�M�M���B�O�P�U�I�F�S���Q�F�S�T�P�O���I�P�X���U�P���M�J�W�F�
���P�U�I�F�S��
�U�I�B�O���U�P���I�B�W�F���B���T�F�O�T�F���P�G���S�F�T�Q�P�O�T�J�C�J�M�J�U�Z��
�U�P���U�I�F���+�F�X�J�T�I���D�P�M�M�F�D�U�J�W�F���B�O�E���U�I�F���+�F�X�J�T�I��
�F�U�I�J�D��

�e�J�T���B�M�M���F�O�D�P�N�Q�B�T�T�J�O�H���E�S�J�W�F���U�P���C�S�J�O�H��
�+�F�X�T���G�S�P�N���B�S�P�V�O�E���U�I�F���X�P�S�M�E���U�P���B��
�1�F�P�Q�M�F�I�P�P�E���D�P�O�T�D�J�P�V�T�O�F�T�T���N�B�Z���I�B�W�F��
�J�U�T���P�S�J�H�J�O�T���B�U���.�P�V�O�U���4�J�O�B�J�
���C�V�U���J�U���T�F�F�N�T��

�U�I�B�U���4�I�M�P�N�J���J�T���M�F�B�E�J�O�H���B���D�P�O�U�F�N�Q�P�S�B�S�Z��
�S�F�W�P�M�V�U�J�P�O�����e�F���D�P�N�C�J�O�B�U�J�P�O���P�G��tikkun 
olam�
���+�F�X�J�T�I���D�P�M�M�F�D�U�J�W�F���J�E�F�O�U�J�U�Z�
���B�O�E��
�N�V�U�V�B�M���S�F�T�Q�P�O�T�J�C�J�M�J�U�Z���o���B�T���J�O���U�I�F���D�M�B�T�T�J�D��
�+�F�X�J�T�I���B�E�B�H�F�
��kol Yisrael arevim zeh lazeh �o��
�S�F�J�O�W�J�H�P�S�B�U�F�T���B���D�P�S�F���+�F�X�J�T�I���F�U�I�J�D���U�I�B�U���J�T���B�U��
�S�J�T�L���P�G���T�M�J�Q�Q�J�O�H���B�X�B�Z��

�4�U�J�M�M�
���F�E�V�D�B�U�J�O�H���G�P�S���1�F�P�Q�M�F�I�P�P�E���I�B�T���T�P�N�F��
�N�B�K�P�S���I�V�S�E�M�F�T����

�*�O���U�I�F���Q�P�T�U���N�P�E�F�S�O���F�S�B�
���X�F���M�J�W�F���J�O��
�N�V�M�U�J�Q�M�F���J�E�F�O�U�J�U�J�F�T�
���B�O�E���X�F���I�B�W�F���U�P��
�T�F�F���X�I�F�S�F���U�I�J�T���m�U�T���J�O���X�J�U�I���N�Z���P�U�I�F�S��
�J�E�F�O�U�J�U�J�F�T�����'�P�S���F�Y�B�N�Q�M�F�
���N�P�T�U���*�T�S�B�F�M�J�T��
�X�J�M�M���T�B�Z���U�I�F�Z���J�E�F�O�U�J�G�Z���B�T���C�F�J�O�H���Q�B�S�U���P�G��

�U�I�F���*�T�S�B�F�M�J���D�P�M�M�F�D�U�J�W�F�
���B�O�E���"�N�F�S�J�D�B�O�T��
�X�J�M�M���T�B�Z���U�I�F�Z���B�S�F���Q�B�S�U���P�G���U�I�F���"�N�F�S�J�D�B�O��
�D�P�M�M�F�D�U�J�W�F�����$�I�P�P�T�J�O�H���U�P���C�F���Q�B�S�U���P�G���U�I�F��
�+�F�X�J�T�I���D�P�M�M�F�D�U�J�W�F���J�T���B���Q�S�P�D�F�T�T���U�I�B�U���O�F�F�E�T��
�E�F�m�O�J�U�J�P�O����

�1�F�P�Q�M�F�I�P�P�E���Q�S�P�W�J�E�F�T���U�I�F���C�B�T�J�D���S�B�U�J�P�O�B�M�F��
�G�P�S���U�I�F���X�I�P�M�F���+�F�X�J�T�I���D�P�N�N�V�O�B�M���T�Z�T�U�F�N����
�*�G���J�U���X�F�S�F���O�P�U���G�P�S���U�I�F���O�F�F�E���B�O�E���E�F�T�J�S�F���U�P��
�E�P���U�I�J�O�H�T���X�J�U�I���B�O�E���G�P�S���P�U�I�F�S���+�F�X�T�
���I�P�X��
�D�P�V�M�E���P�O�F���F�Y�Q�M�B�J�O���B�O�E���K�V�T�U�J�G�Z���+�F�X�J�T�I��
�'�F�E�F�S�B�U�J�P�O�T�
���+�$�$�T�
���)�J�M�M�F�M�T�
���+�F�X�J�T�I��
�T�V�N�N�F�S���D�B�N�Q�T�
���O�P�U���U�P���N�F�O�U�J�P�O���+�F�X�J�T�I�M�Z��
�G�P�D�V�T�F�E���Q�P�M�J�U�J�D�B�M�
���Q�I�J�M�B�O�U�I�S�P�Q�J�D���B�O�E��
�B�E�W�P�D�B�D�Z���P�S�H�B�O�J�[�B�U�J�P�O�T�����.�Z���D�M�B�J�N���J�T���U�I�B�U��
�U�I�F���O�P�U�J�P�O���P�G���1�F�P�Q�M�F�I�P�P�E���D�P�O�T�U�J�U�V�U�F�T��
�U�I�F���D�P�N�N�V�O�B�M���B�O�E���J�O�T�U�J�U�V�U�J�P�O�B�M��
�G�S�B�N�F�X�P�S�L���P�G���+�F�X�J�T�I���D�J�W�J�M�J�[�B�U�J�P�O����
�.�B�L�J�O�H���1�F�P�Q�M�F�I�P�P�E���X�P�S�L���J�T���B���D�I�B�M�M�F�O�H�F��
�G�P�S���M�P�D�B�M�
���O�B�U�J�P�O�B�M���B�O�E���H�M�P�C�B�M���+�F�X�J�T�I��
�J�O�T�U�J�U�V�U�J�P�O�T��

�'�P�S���4�I�M�P�N�J�
���U�I�J�T���T�F�O�T�F���P�G���C�F�M�P�O�H�J�O�H���U�P���U�I�F��
�+�F�X�J�T�I���D�P�M�M�F�D�U�J�W�F���T�I�P�V�M�E���E�S�J�W�F���B���Q�F�S�T�P�O���T��
�F�O�U�J�S�F���M�J�G�F����

�1�F�P�Q�M�F�I�P�P�E���J�T���B���X�P�S�M�E�W�J�F�X���U�I�B�U���H�J�W�F�T���U�I�F��
�T�F�O�T�F���P�G���C�F�M�P�O�H�J�O�H���B�O�E���S�F�T�Q�P�O�T�J�C�J�M�J�U�Z��
�G�P�S���U�I�F���+�F�X�J�T�I���Q�F�P�Q�M�F���U�I�F���T�U�B�U�V�T���P�G���D�P�S�F��
�W�B�M�V�F�T�����*�U���T���B���D�F�S�U�B�J�O���B�Q�Q�S�P�B�D�I���U�P���U�I�F��
�X�P�S�M�E���B�O�E���P�G���M�J�G�F���U�I�B�U���T�B�Z�T���U�I�B�U���N�Z���C�F�J�O�H��
�Q�B�S�U���P�G���U�I�F���+�F�X�J�T�I���Q�F�P�Q�M�F���J�T���T�J�H�O�J�m�D�B�O�U��
�U�P���N�F�
���J�N�Q�P�S�U�B�O�U���U�P���N�F�����*�U���J�N�Q�B�D�U�T���U�I�F��
�X�B�Z���*���U�I�J�O�L�
���G�F�F�M�
���D�P�O�O�F�D�U�
���B�O�E���B�D�U��

Pro®le: Shlomi Ravid ± Doing Jewish Peoplehood

For Shlomi, this sense of belonging to the Jewish collective 
should drive a person's entire life. 


